June—Internet Safety Month

June 10-13, 2010
National PTA Convention,
Memphis, TN

July 8-10, 2010
State Board Training,

August 7, 2010
Caddo District Summer
In-Service

Al Tamagni, NPTA
Representative, installs new
officers, from left to right, 2nd
VP, Peggy Seeley;
Treasurer, Giselle Allen; and
Secretary, Amy Failla.

LAPTA President, Susan
Laborde with Awards

Banquet Guest Speaker,
2010 Louisiana Teacher of

the Year, Holly Franks Boffy.

The end of the school year means many
different things to different people. For
our children, it's time to ditch the school
bus for afternoon bike rides. For parents,
it's time to keep our kids focused until
that last school bell rings. And for
teachers, it's time to reflect on and be
proud of the great strides the kids have
made in the classroom during this year.

For the last several months — while
parents have been packing lunches,
helping with homework, attending PTA
meetings, volunteering in the classroom
and attending conferences — our
teachers have been pouring every ounce
of their energy into educating our
children and building their confidence
with passion, enthusiasm and heart. As
the school year winds down, it's the
perfect time to honor these dedicated
folks with PTA’s Teacher Appreciation
Week.

| encourage your PTA to participate this
year (May 2-9) and show our teachers
just how much we appreciate their
tremendous efforts. Qur website has tons
of activity ideas, downloads and other
resources to get you started — use it! And
let our teachers know what they mean to
us.

Of course, just because the school year
is winding down doesn’t mean our efforts
are. In just a few short months, on June
10-13, we’'ll travel to beautiful, charming
Memphis for our 2010 National PTA
Convention and Exhibition. There, we'll
have more than 50 workshops, 200
exhibits, hundreds of resources and
countless opportunities for you to voice

your opinions among a mobilized group
of advocates. Each year, it promises to
be a powerful event, and this year, we're
kicking things up a notch by incorporat-
ing our Emerging Minority Leaders
Conference, PTA MORE (Men Organ-
ized to Raise Engagement) initiative, and
Youth Summit, along with our partner-
ship with PIRC (Parental Information and
Resource Centers).. It will be an event
like no other.

Whether or not you will be attending the
National Convention, | encourage you to
use your summer as an opportunity for
recharging and continuing your valuable
PTA efforts. Because, before we know it,
back-to-school season will be upon us! |
have no doubts that you will have suc-
cessful summer leadership conferences
and help carry your local PTA members
through these next few months with con-
viction, grace and dedication.

So, thank you for all that you do and may

your summer be one of stamina,
solidarity, sunshine and success!

(hed) Lofhn

Charles J. “Chuck” Saylors
National PTA President

Connect with Chuck: csaylors@PTA.org
www.PTA.org/chucksaylors
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As we approach the end
of this school year, the
Louisiana PTA is already
gearing up for next year.
We have the Resource
Guide in the editing stage
and committees are
working on summer and
fall training. The
Louisiana PTA’s goal is to
continue to move forward,
training new leaders in all
areas of the state, bring-
ing information to parents,
and advocating for all
children to be successful.
New leaders can emerge
from all schools — if you
want to be more involved,
you will be welcomed.

Training is a large part of
what PTA can offer those
who wish to be leaders. In
June many PTA leaders
and volunteers will be

traveling to Memphis to
attend the National PTA
convention. The conven-
tion offers a multitude of
learning opportunities that
can apply to parenting
and/or leading units.
Consider making the
commitment to find out
more about how you can
get involved in 2010-
2011.

It takes only a moment for
one person to help one
child. Consider the impact
that can be made if all of
us take a moment to each
help... What are you
going to do for children?

Susan Laborde
LAPTA President
lapta@bellsouth.net

Louisiana PTA President, Susan Laborde, center,
welcomes special guests Dian Lusher, Dynel Inc. and
Al Tamagni, PTA National board member to the 2010
Louisiana PTA Convention April 13, 2010.
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The Louisiana Legislature is
in session until June 21,
2010. Several bills are
being considered that are of
great importance to our
children and their educa-
tion. What can we do? Here
are just a few suggestions.
There are plenty more bills
in the House and Senate
right now.

Senate Bill 491 — Sen.
Ben Nevers —is being
debated this week. It would
restore the 2.75% growth
factor to the MFP. It's likely
the governor, and perhaps
BESE and the State Supt.
will not be supportive of
this. That will put pressure
on the legislators. You
might want to write the
senators now and ask them
to support Sen. Nevers and
his bill, SB 491.

HB 1003 -- The
governor’s controversial
“Red Tape Reduction Act”
may sound good, but what
does it really mean? It
would allow for the removal
of principals and teachers.
Verbatim: “...Put in place
new leadership and staff,
new governance...and
provide the school with
sufficient operational
flexibility.” What does that
really mean? Read it over
and write your legislators
with your opinions. This
week.

HB 1033 is coming up,
which would drastically
affect the way our tradi-
tional teachers are paid;
research it and write your
legislators. One part would
align traditional teacher pay
to students’ test scores.
There are many variables,
such as home environment,
over which teachers have
zero control. If their

students’ test scores don't

measure up, the traditional
teachers could lose not just
pay, but their positions and
their tenure. They could be
gone. Who would take their
place?

Find out more on what bills
are being considered by
going to
www.legis.state.la.us and
reading the current text or
digest.

Susan Strain
Legislative Chair

Itis time to take a quick
look at your bylaws and
Standing Rules. Check to
be sure that your bylaws
are current — they must be
updated every five years,
even if no changes are
being made. Any bylaws
changes must be presented
to your general membership
thirty days prior to being
voted upon. The reviewed
and accepted bylaws, and
any changes, are then sent
to the State PTA Secretary
for approval.

The Standing Rules
should also be reviewed
and contain the standard
policies your board has
observed this year. If your
unit does not have a set of
Standing Rules, now is the
time to put some together
for your new board. Unlike
bylaws, the Standing Rules
may be changed at a
regular meeting of the
board of directors.
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Outstanding Newsletter Awards

Award of Excellence
Elementary Division
Forest Hill Elementary, Caddo District

Mandeville Elementary, St. Tammany District
Pontchartrain Elementary, St. Tammany District
Middle/Junior Division
Lake Harbor Middle, St. Tammany District
Madisonville Jr. High, St. Tammany District

Senior Division

C.E. Byrd High, Caddo District
Lakeshore High, St. Tammany District

Award of Merit
Elementary Division
Abita Springs Elementary, St. Tammany District

Herndon Elementary/Middle, Caddo District
Madisonville Elementary, St. Tammany
Middle/Junior Division
Bayou Lacombe Middle, St. Tammany
Caddo Middle Magnet, Caddo District
Senior Division
Salmen High, St. Tammany District
Southwood High, Caddo District

Outstanding Website Awards

Award of Excellence

Bonne Ecole Elementary, St. Tammany District
Mandeville Elementary, St. Tammany District

Award of Merit
Forest Hill Elementary, Caddo District
Lakeshore High, St. Tammany District
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Dear Louisiana PTA Members,

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank you for giving me the
opportunity to serve as the La. PTA
2nd Vice President. For the past
two years | have enjoyed seeing
and hearing all the talent that our
students have through being in
charge of the Reflections Program.

This was an amazing year. We
had 3,947 students participate in
the Reflections program at the local

level. The districts and councils had
1,604 students participating. At the
state level we judged 175 entries.
This is a wonderful accomplish-
ment.

Our congratulations to go Sarah
Broussard, Captain Shreve High
School, Caddo District for
receiving a National PTA Award of
Merit in Visual Arts-Senior Division.
Sarah was the only Louisiana
national-level winner.

As a reminder, next year’'s
Reflection Theme is “Together We
Can.” Get started on those entries
and good luck!

Robyn Hutchinson,
LA PTA 2nd VP

2010-2011 Safety Drawing Theme

Give a Cheer, Safety’s Here!
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Outstanding Units

High School: C. E. Byrd PTSA
Middle/Junior: Caddo Middle Magnet PTSA

Elementary: Woodlake Elementary PTA

N

Honor Units

High School: C. E. Byrd PTSA
Middle/Junior: Caddo Middle Magnet PTSA

Elementary: Woodlake Elementary PTA
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The following awards were presented at the Louisiana
PTA State Convention on April 10, 2010.
Congratulations to all of the winners:

2009/2010 Louisiana PTA
Educators of Distinction
Tangipahoa District

Robyn Hutchinson, Independence Elementary
Lynne Vance, Sumner High School

Caddo District

Pam Camp, University Elementary School
Nancy Yoder, C.E. Byrd High School
Keith Burton, South Highlands Elementary Magnet
Tricia White-Bratlie, Caddo Middle Magnet

St. Tammany District

Sandra Shubert, Abita Springs Middle School
Candice Gianelloni, Mandeville Middle School
Denean Trigs-Keys, Mandeville Elementary
Susan Gauthreaux, Marigny Elementary
Nancy Pearson, Salmen High School

2009/2010 Louisiana PTA
Scholarship Recipients

Jessica Aguillard, McNeese State University
Rhea-Claire Hargroder, Louisiana Tech University
Laken Ellis, Southeastern University
Elizabeth McLellan, Northwestern University
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As the popularity of the Internet increases daily, so does
the number of children who are being solicited by online
predators. Although the Internet can be a great educa-
tional resource for children, a means to stay in contact
with friends and family and a source of entertainment, it
can also be a minefield of unscrupulous adults who may
attempt to lure children into a false sense of security and
intimacy.

According to a 2006 survey commissioned by Cox
Communications and the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children:

14% have actually met a person face-to-face
that they’ve only spoken to over the Internet (9%
of 13-15 year-olds, 22% of 16-17 year-olds).
33% of 13 to 17-year-olds and 48% of 16 to
17-year-olds reported that their parents or
guardians know “very little” or “nothing” about
what they do on the Internet.

22% of those surveyed reported their parents or
guardians have never discussed Internet Safety
with them.

71% of teens reported receiving messages
online from someone they don’t know.

45% have been asked for personal information
by someone they don't know.

When teens receive messages online from
someone they don’t know, 40% reported that
they'll usually reply and chat with that person.
Only 18% said they'll tell an adult.

While these statistics are startling, the good news is that
prevention efforts have proven to work. By following these
suggestions parents can help to ensure that their children
practice safe and smart habits when using the Internet.

Establish clear rules as to what information they
should not give out, how long they can spend on
the computer, who they can and cannot chat with,
etc.

Install security software.

Keep control of screen names and passwords.
Keep computers in a room where they can be
monitored.

Select kid-friendly search engines.

Be familiar with what they are doing on the
computer and get involved.

Have open communication with your children.
Report suspicious and inappropriate contact.
Keep on learning about the Internet and the latest
technology.

Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana offers Internet Safety
workshops for parents and children. To get involved, call
our KIDLINE at 1-800-CHILDREN (244-5373). For more
information on Internet Safety, please visit www.pcal.org or
call 225.925.9520.

Alison M. Ruth
Program Intern
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this year. You have made it a great one. Because of you we
finished the year with 41,000+ members.

State Convention was lots of fun. | would like to
congratulate some of our units on their success...
New Units
East Bank Math and Science Iberville District
Dc Reeves Tangipahoa District
Lakeshore High St Tammany District
Marigny Elementary St Tammany District
Largest Unit by % up to 500 members
Southwood High PTSA
Largest Unit by % over 500 members
Covington High PTSA
Largest Unit Increase
Covington High PTSA
Largest Unit in the State
Caddo Middle Magnet PTA
Largest Grandparent Membership
Magnolia Trace Elementary 256 members
Early Bird Award (100% Membership by 12/15/09)

Caddo
Arthur Circle Elementary School PTA
Caddo Middle Magnet School PTSA
Forest Hill Elementary School PTA
Fairfield Elementary/Middle Magnet School PTA
Herndon Elementary/Middle Magnet School PTA
Eden Gardens Fundamental Elementary School PTA
South Highlands Elementary Magnet School PTA
A.C. Steere Elementary School PTA
Iberville
Math, Science and Arts Academy East PTSA
Math, Science and Arts Academy West PTA
Northeast
George Welch Elementary School PTA
St. Tammany
Cypress Cove Elementary School PTA
Honey Island Elementary School PTA
Lake Harbor Middle School PTA
Lakeshore High School PTA
Little Pearl Elementary School PTA
Mandeville Elementary School PTA
Marigny Elementary School PTA
Pontchartrain Elementary School PTA
Riverside Elementary School PTA
Woodlake Elementary School PTA

I hope everyone has a great Summer and gets started
working on your Membership Campaign for next year.

Here are some steps to create your Marketing Plan...

5 Steps to Creating a Marketing Plan

All of your PTA projects, events, mailings, and
communications should have a marketing plan to support
\% effort. A marketing plan serves as a roadmap for how

I would like to thank all the PTA’s for their hard work  you’'ll inform members and potential members about your

activities, products, and achievements.

Formal marketing plans may be broken into five steps.

1. Conduct a Program/Product Analysis —A successful
plan begins with analyzing your local PTA’s existing prod-
ucts, activities, and services. Your analysis should answer
these basic questions:

What goods or services do people want/need/expect your
PTA to offer? (Ask yourself what are your most successful
events and activities, your least successful, what new ser-
vices could be offered, etc.)

What will motivate people to continue to want/buy PTA
goods and services?

What might prevent people from wanting/buying PTA goods
or services?

Is it cost effective to offer the PTA good or service?
(Consider cost of promotions, number of volunteers needed,
time to organize/run it, return on the invested amount of
money and time, etc.)

2. Set Realistic & Measurable Goals —Clearly define what
you want your marketing efforts to accomplish and by when.
This step helps you set realistic and measurable goals for
your marketing efforts. A good, measurable example would
be: “Increase membership by 5 percent by December 1.

3. Select Marketing Strategies —Choose methods that will
most effectively let people know of our PTA’s goods or ser-
vices. When selecting the best promotion methods, keep
your target customers in mind—those who are most likely to
want or buy what you are offering and choose methods
within your budget that reach them. Remember, you may
have to use a combination of methods and repeat your pro-
motion several times before people will act on it.

4. Create an Action Plan —Determines the Who, What,
When, and How of your marketing plan. Your action plan
should detail what will be done, when it will begin and be
completed, who will accomplish the tasks, and how much it
will cost (in materials, volunteers, hours).

5. Measure and Evaluate Results —Decide how you will
measure success and what you will do with those results.
This step is often overlooked in the planning stages, and is
invaluable in helping PTAs determine what worked and what
didn’t, and what could be improved.

These steps can help reveal what your PTA does
best, and help determine if a program or service should be
improved or discontinued. Recognizing and letting go of un-
successful programs or activities is one of the hardest things
for PTAs to do. Try to identify your best PTA projects and
put your energy and resources behind them—it is better to
do a few well-organized projects than many poorly attended
or under-funded events.

Michelle Roy

1st VP Louisiana PTA Membership
memeroy@charter.net
985-643-5700

-




(

Memphis Cook Convention
Center Memphis, Tennessee
Memphis. It's the home of Grace-

land, Beale Street, great barbecue,
and the blues—and soon to be the
birthplace of brand-new PTA®

initiative, and Youth Summit. This

convention will allow us to tackle
these important issues head-on, all
at once, together. We'll also have
more than 50 workshops, 200
exhibits, hundreds of resources,
and countless opportunities for you
to voice your opinions among a
mobilized and motivated group that
has the power to turn talk into
action. | can say from experience
that the national convention is truly
an incredible event.

Even though we’ll keep you busy
and entertained at the convention,

you'll also have plenty of ways to
experience all Memphis has to offer,
from the lively Memphis Zoo to the
historic Sun Studios to the family-
friendly Mud Island River Park. Toss
in some good old Southern charm
and you can see why this year’s
convention is one you won't want to
miss. Endless entertainment to
recharge your mind and spirit and
invaluable PTA workshops to
enhance your knowledge and
talents—it doesn't get any better.

Join me and your fellow PTA
members at the 114th Annual

ideas, initiatives, education, and

influence. On June 10-13,
thousands of parents, teachers,
students, and leaders will come to
this fun city for the 114th Annual
National PTA Convention and
Exhibition—and | hope you're
planning to be one of them!

This year, I'm especially excited
for the focus on diversity and
inclusion in PTA, specifically
through our Men Organized to

Raise Engagement (MORE)

alliance, Urban Family Engagement

National PTA Convention and
Exhibition in Memphis this summer.
We'll talk, share, eat, laugh, and
learn, all while working toward
making life better for our kids,
helping future generations reach
their fullest potential.

Looking forward to seeing you!

Sincerely,

Charles J. “Chuck” Saylors
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Registration for the 2010-2011 Official
PTA Kit is now open!

All local, council, district, and region PTAs
must register to receive their Official PTA®
Kit. The incoming 2010-2011 PTA presi-
dent or other authorized PTA leader must
fill out the registration form to select the
preferred shipping address and date for
the kit. The order form will be available
through September 17, and kits will start
shipping weekly in late June.

The Official PTA Kit is available
exclusively to PTAs in good standing.

For more details, read the kit FAOs.

Please note: The address units provide
on the kit registration form will be used
one time only, for the specific purpose of
shipping the Official PTA Kit. Units still
must complete all change-of-officer/
address paperwork for the state PTA.

The Official PTA Kit —PTA’s Big Box of
Possibilities —takes the place of the
PTA Back-to-School Kit . It still has all
the great resources you rely on to serve
your community and run your unit.

http://www.pta.org/ptakit reqister/
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Summer is a fun and active season for many
families. But these activities also mean increased
injuries. Accidental injuries are the leading cause of
death in childhood — more than all
disease-related deaths combined. This
article includes some helpful tips for your
family to have a safe, injury-free summer.

Head injuries

Head injuries are the most common
cause of disabling injuries in the United
States. They can result from a variety of
different causes, including motor vehicle accidents,
falls and sports. Make sure your children are pro-
tected from head injuries this summer.

Motor vehicles

Never allow children to ride in the cargo area of
pickup trucks or vans.

Adults should always wear a seatbelt.

Children age 12 and under should always ride in
the back seat and be properly restrained.
Children should always ride in the appropriate
safety seat for their height and weight (review
height and weight guidelines in your seat’s
instruction manual).

Bikes

Make sure your children wear helmets every
time they ride and that the helmets fit snugly and
cover the forehead.

If you ride in the street, obey all traffic signs
(stop signs, merge and traffic lights).

When riding at night, wear reflective clothing
and use a bike light.

Make sure your child’'s bike is the right size.

Skateboards and roller blades

Safe riders wear helmets, gloves, elbow and
knee pads.

Long sleeved shirts and pants provide extra
protection.

Make sure that your children roller blade or
skateboard on designated paths or trails, never
on public streets or sidewalks.

Playgrounds

Safe playgrounds have shock absorbing
material (rubber, gravel, or wood chips) around
the equipment.

N
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All playground equipment should be at least six
feet from fences and walks and be firmly
anchored and well-maintained.

- Always supervise young children using
playground equipment.

Children playing on equipment

should not wear draw strings, neck-

= laces, or loose-fitting clothing

because of the risk of strangulation.
Trampolines can be very dangerous
and are not recommended by the
American Academy of Pediatrics.

Burns

Burns are the second leading cause of injury-related
deaths in childhood, after head injuries. A child can
sustain a serious burn in three seconds in water that
is 104 degrees F. Because children have thinner
skin, they can be severely burned at lower tempera-
tures than adults.

Have a smoke detector on every level of your
home. Put them in open areas, not in corners.
If you smoke, use a child-proof cigarette lighter.
Teach your children what to do in the event of a
fire — such as stop, drop and roll.

Have a fire escape plan and practice it.

Keep children away from hot outdoor grills.

Do not use flammable liquids — like lighter fluid,
gasoline or kerosene — on fires.

Never leave children alone near a campfire.
Home fireworks are not recommended. If they
are used, it should only be by an adult. It's
preferable to take children to professionally run
firework displays.

to answer the phone.

General Safety

It is important to remember that while accidents can
be avoided, there are many other summertime
hazards, including dehydration, sunburn, bites and
stings and pesticide poisoning.

All caregivers should know your preference for
which hospital a child should be taken in case of an
emergency.

AND HAVE FUN WITH YOUR CHILDREN!
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9151 Interline Ave., Suite 1A
Baton Rouge, LA 70809

Phone: 225-927-7382

Fax: 225-927-9497

Web: www.louisianapta.org
Email: la_office@bellsouth.net

Susan Laborde, President
lapta@bellsouth.net

Charlotte Echols, Newsletter Editor
mechols318@comcast.net
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WOW! We had over 140
attendees at the Louisiana PTA
Annual Convention in Baton
Rouge this year. It was a great
event and it is time to say thank
you to all of you for attending
and to all of those people who
helped with the planning and
hands-on work at the many
different tasks.

The main focus for attending
the annual PTA convention, ac-
cording to the survey we did
last fall, was to attend educa-
tional workshops. We built an
extra set of workshops into our
convention this year to really
make sure we met your needs.

We also had a special room

where you were able to meet
with potential vendors and
representatives of fundraising
programs. Our silent auction
was in this room and the
bidding was really fun. We
were able to raise over $1,500
for leadership development.

Our guests, Al Tamagni
from Alaska (National PTA)
and Dian Lusher (Up to Your
Neck in Alligators Presenta-
tion), kept us on our toes and
laughing as we learned.

The luncheon and banquet
were very well attended and
the children were very excited

to receive their awards. Kudos

to those who helped parents

make arrangements to bring
winners to Baton Rouge.

The final party was a hoot
as PTA members showed up
in “Disney-inspired” attire!

Now, as we close out this
year, let’'s mark our calendar
for the next Louisiana PTA
Convention.

SAVE THE DATE:
APRIL 15-16, 2011
Baton Rouge

Interested in helping on the
convention committee or
being a sponsor? Contact:
Susan Delle Shaffette
susandshaffette @bellsouth.net
Leadership Development Chair
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