
ESSENTIAL  

KNOWLEDGE 
The President serves as the presiding officer of the Local PTA Unit and presides over the Board of Directors and 

General Membership meetings. It is the President’s responsibility to be well prepared. The President distributes 

all materials to the appropriate officer or committee chair and is the link to the principal. The President directs 

the affairs of the association in cooperation with the other members of the Board. The term begins and ends at 

the opening and closing of the fiscal year, as specified in the Bylaws, usually July 1 – June 30. Participation and 

cooperation from officers, committee chairs, and members will determine the success of the administration. 

 

The Local PTA Unit and its members are a part of Louisiana PTA (LAPTA) and National PTA. Members are the 

backbone of the association. Membership does not consist of mere numbers. Strive to build an informed team 

of individuals working on behalf of all children. A membership involved in the school and community builds the 

foundation for its children and generations to come. A membership that reaches beyond the parents and teachers 

and looks out into the community will open its doors to many opportunities. By extending membership, its voice 

becomes stronger so that policymakers on all levels will hear a strong, unified voice for all children. 

 

Planning and promoting PTA programs and events is a primary responsibility in PTA. It is the avenue to 

achieving our goals as child advocates and supporters of public education. PTA programs serve as a tool to 

educate the membership and to draw the members into a community of support for the children and families 

served by PTA. Programs today are creative and meaningful. PTA is unique in that it offers a way for families of 

differing religions, cultures, economic groups, and political interests to unite in support of one common issue: 

the health and welfare of children. No other organization exists to serve this function so completely. 

 

PTA programs keep the membership informed of issues, educate parents, and provide a sense of community 

that unites neighbors far beyond involvement in their children’s school. Family engagement results in higher 

student achievement and closer family-school ties. See Pick Your PTA Programs later in this section. 
 

LAPTA is a member-based association that advocates for children. PTA supports legislation that will raise the 

level of opportunity for all children, regardless of race, creed, or religion. A Local PTA Unit may give active 

support to any or all items on the National PTA adopted legislative program. It should not, however, in the name 

of PTA, oppose items that have been adopted by National PTA or LAPTA. A Local PTA Unit can and often should 

take local action if its members approve. As an association, it may act on local issues if they affect the education, 

health, or welfare of children and youth. In all such issues, the following policies should be observed. 

• Nonpartisan: PTA takes a stand on issues and principles, not on candidates or political parties. Issues may 

become identified with partisan politics because of the differing approaches to the solution, but the basic 

principles involving the welfare of children are matters of public concern and, therefore, PTA business. 

• Nonsectarian: PTA welcomes into membership people representing a diversity of cultures, ethnicities, and 

political and religious beliefs. Membership in PTA is open, without discrimination, to anyone who believes in 

and supports the mission and purposes of National PTA. 

• Noncommercial: The name “PTA” (a registered service mark) or the names of its officers shall not be used 

in conjunction with the commercial activities of other organizations including, but not limited to, the promotion 

of their goods and services. This policy should be applied with judgment, discretion, and common sense, 

recognizing that it is not meant to prohibit all contact or cooperation with such groups. Before accepting 

donations of goods or services, a PTA association, at any level, should consider whether such acceptance 

might be construed as an endorsement of the provider. 

 

School board elections and leadership on local Boards of Education is of vital interest to all PTA members. To 

help the people of the community ascertain the qualifications of the candidates for the school board, a Local PTA 

Unit may participate in, initiate, or sponsor a public meeting for this purpose. Invite all community groups to send 

representatives to the meeting to thoroughly discuss the qualifications of each candidate. All candidates must be 

asked to speak to avoid even the appearance of partisanship or discrimination. See LAPTA Toolkit: Advocacy for 

more details. 


