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 PUT THEM IN THE
CHAT



PTA MISSION
Our mission is to make every child’s potential
a reality by engaging and empowering families
and communities to advocate for all children.





the act or practice of including and accommodating
people who have historically been excluded (because
of their race, gender, sexuality, or ability)

inclusion
in·clu·sion, noun

/inˈklo͞ oZH(ə)n,iNGˈklo͞ oZH(ə)n/

Definition from Merriam-Webster



A Special Education PTA or SEPTA/SEPTSA is a unit organized
for those interested in the issues of educating special needs
and/or gifted and talented children. SEPTAs are designed to
build strong partnerships amongst parents, teachers,
administrators, existing PTAs and the community. 

Presents topics & information useful to all children
Enhances community support
Increases connection with faculty and staff
Advocates for our most vulnerable learners
Helps form supportive friendships.
Shares local information/resources of importance

WHAT IS A SEPTA?



WHAT IF WE DON’T HAVE A SEPTA?
COUNCILSUNITS

appoint a chairperson
coordinate with pps 
offer workshops
accessible events &
meetings
be welcoming & open

expand on unit
initiatives
give alternative
programs a seat at the
table
coordinate district-wide
events



EXPAND YOUR REACH
local units and septaS support the
same community! 
work together and 

share meeting/event information
offer/ask how to be more
inclusive
attend each  others meetings &
report back
join both organizations

01.

02.

03.

PRESCHOOL/
CPSE

PRIVATE
SCHOOLS
COMMUNITY
EVENTS and
libraries



Intersectionality refers to the interconnectedness of social categories,
such as race, gender, class, sexuality, and ability
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5 P
TA Multicultural Calendar

ensure ACCESSIBILITY 
physical location

translations
scheduling
child care

holidays/dro
language/terminology
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WHAT CAN YOU
DO?

quiet
rooms 

resource
fair

expand
community

service
opportunities

book
donations/

club

transition
guidance

parent/sibling
support groups

unsure? ask! conduct a
survey to find out
community needs!

 at large events 



NATIONAL pta local leaders

NATIONAL pta diversity,
inclusion and outreach hub

STATE or HYPER LOCAL LEADERS
PAGES

SOCIAL MEDIA
find & share resources

Facebook Groups

Pinterest

instagram

Other leaders

Hashtags

PTA leader facebook pages



https://www.pta.org/the-center-for-family-engagement

National PTA Website: Advocacy, Events & Programs

Find information on DEI & PTA under “Run Your PTA”

Find the Special Education Toolkit under “Family Resources”

PTA RESOURCES

Visit the NYS PTA website for examples of septa specific membership flyers

https://www.pta.org/the-center-for-family-engagement


Thank you! 
Lissa Zukoff

PTALISSAZ@GMAIL.COM


