INCLUSION AS A

ACTIONS ALL UNITS CAN TAKE TO ENGAGE, INCLUDE, AND SUPPORT ALL FAMILIES

LISSA ZUKOFF
NEW YORK STATE PTA SPECIAL EDUCATION SPECIALIST

2025 NATIONAL PTA CONVENTION
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What happens to an
illegally parked frog?

... It gets toad away.

"Questions™
- Goneerns..
> Gomments -

Knock, knock.
Who's there?
Who.
Who who?
| didn’t know you
were an owl!




PTA MISSION

OUR MISSION IS TO MAKE EVERY CHILD'S POTENTIAL
A REALITY BY ENGAGING AND EMPOWERING FAMILIES
AND COMMUNITIES TO ADVOCATE FOR ALL CHILDREN.
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INCLUSION

. in-clu-sion, noun
/INKLOOZH(9)N,ING KLOOZH(2)N/

THE ACT OR PRACTICE OF INCLUDING AND ACCOMMODATING
PEOPLE WHO HAVE HISTORICALLY BEEN EXCLUDED (BECAUSE
OF THEIR RACE, GENDER, SEXUALITY, OR ABILITY)

Diversity happens,
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Definition from Merrlam Webster




WHAT IS A SEPTA?

[ A Special Education PTA or SEPTA/SEPTSA is a unit organized
for those interested in the issues of educating special needs
and/or gifted and talented children. SEPTAs are designed to
build strong partnerships amongst parents, teachers,
administrators, existing PTAs and the community.

e Presents topics & information useful to all children
e Enhances community support

e Increases connection with faculty and staff

e Advocates for our most vulnerable learners

e Helps form supportive friendships.

e Shares local information/resources of importance




WHAT IF WE DONT HAVE A SEPTA?

UNITS COUNCILS
o EXPAND ON UNIT

o APPOINT A CHAIRPERSON

. COORDINATE WITH PPS INITIATIVES
o OFFER \WORKSHOPS » GIVE ALTERNATIVE
. ACCESSIBLE EVENTS & :i‘;t‘;’m A SEAT AT THE

MEETINGS
« BE WELCOMING & OPEN

« COORDINATE DISTRICT-WIDE
EVENTS

.........



EXPAND YOUR REACH

LOCAL UNITS AND SEPTAS SUPPORT THE
SAME COMMUNITY!
WORK TOGETHER AND

o SHARE MEETING/EVENT INFORMATION

« OFFER/ASK HOW TO BE MORE
INCLUSIVE

o ATTEND EACH OTHERS MEETINGS &
REPORT BACK

o JOIN BOTH ORGANIZATIONS

PRESCHOOL/
CPSE

PRIVATE

" SCHOOLS
~ COMMUNITY

EVENTS AND

" LIBRARIES




ENSURE ACCESSIBILITY

PHYSICAL LOCATION
TRANSLATIONS
SCHEDULING
CHILD CARE
HOLIDAYS/DRO
LANGUAGE/TERMINOLOGY

INTERSECTIONALITY REFERS TO THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF SOCIAL CATEGORIES,
SUCH AS RACE, GENDER, CLASS, SEXUALITY, AND ABILITY National
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QUIET
ROOMS

AT LARGE EVENTS

RESOURCE

FAIR

EXPAND
COMMUNITY
SERVICE
OPPORTUNITIES

WHAT CAN YOU
DO?

UNSURE? ASK! CONDUCT A

SURVEY TO FIND OUT
COMMUNITY NEEDS!

PARENT/SIBLING
SUPPORT GROUPS

TRANSITION
GUIDANCE

BOOK |
DONATIONS/
CLUE



SOCIAL MEDIA

FIND & SHARE RESOURCES PTA LEADER FACEBOOK PAGES

« FACEBOOK GROUPS

o NATIONAL PTA LOCAL LEADERS
o PINTEREST

o NATIONAL PTA DIVERSITY,
« INSTAGRAM INCLUSION AND OUTREACH HUB

» OTHER LEADERS . STATE OR HYPER LOCAL LEADERS
PAGES

e HASHTAGS

Don’t Reinvent the Wheel,
Just Realign It.

Anthony J. DrAngelo

e
2
Y

National

@

ererpe il ld, soe vk




A National PTA® Initiative

Center for Family >TA RESOURCES

Engagement

o HTTPS://WWW.PTA.ORG/THE-CENTER-FOR-FAMILY-ENGAGEMENT
o NATIONAL PTA WEBSITE: ADVOCACY, EVENTS & PROGRAMS

« FIND INFORMATION ON DEI & PTA UNDER “RUN YOUR PTA”
« FIND THE SPECIAL EDUCATION TOOLKIT UNDER “FAMILY RESOURCES”

CAN I BE A SEPTA MEMBER?
...OF COURSE!

SEPTA MEMBERS ARE:

walfare of children with
spacial needs
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;
students, friends

- Membership is

district

| VISIT THE NYS PTA WEBSITE FOR EXAMPLES OF SEPTA SPECIFIC MEMBERSHIP FLYERS


https://www.pta.org/the-center-for-family-engagement
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LISSA ZUKOFF
PTALISSAZ@GMAIL.COM




